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Through disease transmission such as biting and other
hazards, they impact public health, livestock production,
ecosystem and wildlife health, and animal welfare.
They can contaminate the environment (ex. the soil, local
water resources) with pathogens such as leptospira and
giardia, leading to disease spread in both animals and
people.
"Tens of millions of people are bitten by dogs each year;  
more than 40% of bites are in children under 15 years of
age[2], where post-traumatic stress[3] is significant.
The majority of human rabies cases are attributed to dog
bites. 
Rabies (a vaccine-preventable dissease) kills an estimated
59,000 individuals[4] each year. 
Free-roaming dogs are also associated with other diseases of
concern, such as tetanus, endo- and ecto-parasitic
infestation, and other emerging zoonotic diseases.
Stray dogs often rummage through garbage dumps for food.
This can make difficult to keep communities clean and may
lead to pollution and other environmental problems.
Free-roaming dogs may have an increased risk of suffering,
including hunger, sickness, injury, and inhumane culling
methods  in comparison to other canine populations.

The abundance of Free-Roaming Dogs is a One Health
Challenge
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There are over 200,000 million free-roaming dogs* 
in the world
*Including abandoned or lost companion animals, owned dogs that are left intentionally to roam, and feral dogs.

Allowing dogs to roam, abandoning them, and feeding stray dogs are drivers of free-roaming dog proliferation. 
They are more likely found in lower-income communities[1].

What is One Health: from
concept to action (WOAH)
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Engage community leaders and stakeholders in One Health
efforts to mitigate human-animal-ecosystem health risks
related to free-roaming dogs.
Collaborate with veterinary, human, and environmental
health professionals to provide technical support and
guidance to communities.
Promote responsible dog ownership, discourage
abandonment, and encourage keeping dogs within their
caregivers' property.
Implement early education initiatives in vulnerable
communities, focused on both children and their families,
about learning dog behavior, the hazards of both dog
abandonment and permitting dogs to roam freely.
Secure comprehensive and recurring canine rabies vaccine
efforts and humane population control campaigns to
address the socio-economic impact of rabies and dog bites.
Ensure immediate medical attention, including rabies post-
exposure prophylaxis, for dog bite victims.
Ensure community waste disposal systems are inaccessible
to dogs.
Optimize the health and well-being of dogs to reduce
inhumanity associated with free-roaming dogs. Promote the
use of humane population control measures, such as
surgical sterilization, where applicable.
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What can be done?
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