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WVA POSITION STATEMENT 

Zoonoses Emergence in Relation to Wildlife Disruption and Trade  
 
 
WVA POSITION 
Wildlife habitat encroachment and wildlife trade are activities that may contribute to 
the emergence and spread of zoonotic diseases. Veterinarians are health professionals 
with responsibilities for animal health and welfare and expertise in public health. As 
such, veterinarians should be advocates for biodiversity conservation and prudent 
wildlife management. 
Members are encouraged to participate in multisectoral and transdisciplinary One 
Health collaborations, promoting community engagement and contributing to the 
global effort to prevent future pandemics. 
Governments and society are encouraged to collaborate on introducing reforms that 
address detrimental activities.  
The prevention of criminal activities linked to wildlife trafficking and the reform of 
markets that enable the illegal trade of live animals and animal products are critical 
policy priorities for protecting animal health and welfare, conserving wildlife 
populations, enhancing biodiversity protection, and mitigating biosecurity and public 
health risks. 
 
The veterinary profession also has a role in addressing other drivers of zoonoses' 
emergence, such as poor food safety practices. Intensive livestock production systems, 
land-use change, and the globalized food supply chain contribute to increasing contact 
between wildlife, domestic animals, and humans. The veterinary profession has a 
critical role in ensuring biosecurity, promoting responsible and sustainable farming 
practices, and reducing the risk of zoonotic spillovers in food systems. Through the 
One Health approach, the profession also contributes to protecting forest habitats, 
conserving biodiversity, and safeguarding the health of aquatic ecosystems—including 
rivers and oceans—that sustain both animal and human well-being. 
 
The profession plays a pivotal role in the surveillance, diagnosis, and management of 
zoonotic diseases associated with migratory wildlife birds, contributing to evidence-
based strategies that enhance ecosystem health and strengthen climate resilience 
within the One Health framework. 
Environment positive advocacies and approaches, such as early education on One 
Health approach and development of EcoHealth, and Planetary Health operational 
tools, should be supported by veterinary professionals and institutions, along with 
stronger surveillance systems for early detection of emerging pathogens at the 
human-animal-environment interface. 
 
The WVA calls for increased funding for transdisciplinary research to address 
information gaps and strengthen upstream prevention of zoonotic disease 
emergence. 
 
BACKGROUND 
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Zoonotic disease emergence is an urgent global health and security concern.1 Zoonotic 
transmission is associated with human-animal interactions, including the consumption 
of food of wildlife origin. Specifically, emergence is associated with increased human-
wildlife interactions, often in conjunction with disturbed and degraded wildlife 
habitats.2,3,4,5 Outbreaks and pandemics have resulted from the spillover of pathogens 
from animals to humans, including SARS-CoV-2, Ebola virus, Nipah virus, SARS-CoV, 
MERS-CoV, and avian and swine influenzas.6,7,8 These emergences of novel human-
animal pathogens are often associated with a wildlife reservoir, as well as wildlife-
domestic animal interactions.9 The cost to curtail disease epidemics and pandemics is 
considerable, as they impact not just the health sector, but all other sectors of society, 
affecting livelihoods and food safety, trade, travel and hospitality, education, national 
and international security, and entire national economies, especially in poor countries. 
These sequelae were confirmed upon the outbreak of the SARS-CoV-2 pandemic, 
which has been both socially and economically devastating.  
A One Health approach that includes conservation, regulation of wildlife trade, 
sustainable agriculture, and robust disease surveillance is essential to reduce the risk 
of future pandemics. As trusted professionals across animal and public health systems, 
veterinarians are uniquely positioned to advocate for One Health-based preventive 
strategies that address the root causes of zoonotic disease emergence. Adopting a One 
Health approach—integrating biodiversity and environmental conservation, 
regulation of wildlife trade, sustainable livestock production, and comprehensive 
disease surveillance and upstream prevention10, 11—is essential to mitigate the risk of 
future pandemics. As trusted health professionals operating at the interface of animal, 
human, plants (photosynthetic organisms), and environmental health, veterinarians 
are uniquely positioned to lead and advocate for One Health–based preventive 
strategies that address the underlying drivers of zoonotic, zooanthroponotic, and 
anthroponotic disease emergence. 
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